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New Tools Helps Educate Consumers About Electronic Health Records
Guidelines from eHealthWV.org Explain Advantages  

CHARLESTON – As the federal government increases its push for investment in electronic health records, West Virginians can get information about the benefits of computerizing health records, as well as security and privacy provisions, in a new set of consumer guidelines from the eHealthWV initiative.

“Two publications – one for consumers and one for physicians – answer many of the most common questions people have about electronic health records,” Patty Ruddick, project director of the West Virginia Health Information Security and Privacy Collaboration, said. “It’s important to make this information available now as government efforts to promote electronic health records accelerate.”

“Electronic Health Records: What You Need to Know,” addresses more than a dozen questions for consumers. “Electronic Health Records: What Your Patients Need to Know,” provides similar information for physicians. Both are available online at www.eHealthWV.org.

“Many people are unaware of how the benefits and cautions of electronic health records and health information exchange relate to them,” Ruddick said. “The eHealthWV project, particularly eHealthWV.org, is a way for us to reach out to West Virginians and provide them with the information they should know.” 
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